
Global Perspectives 

on Ecotourism

Global Perspectives 

on Ecotourism

Presentation by Ron Mader

Ecotourism NZ Conference

August 2007 - Greymouth, New Zealand

Presentation by Ron Mader

Ecotourism NZ Conference

August 2007 - Greymouth, New Zealand



LanguageLanguage

Language: Rules of EngagementLanguage: Rules of EngagementLanguage: Rules of EngagementLanguage: Rules of Engagement
PlanetaPlanetaPlanetaPlaneta

IYE+5IYE+5IYE+5IYE+5

Carbon ConcernsCarbon ConcernsCarbon ConcernsCarbon Concerns

Distance LearningDistance LearningDistance LearningDistance Learning

AwardsAwardsAwardsAwards

Web 2.0Web 2.0Web 2.0Web 2.0

New ZealandNew ZealandNew ZealandNew Zealand

RecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendations

Global Perspectives



Would all the people 
who cannot 
communicate, please 
SHUT UP?
- Tom Lehrer
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QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS

How do travelers search for places to visit?

How do operators describe their services?

What is the future of ‘tagging’ in the realm 

of promoting ecotourism and responsible 

travel?
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HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory
Began in 1994

Global Journal of Practical Ecotourism

EducationEducationEducationEducation
Host of 20 online conferences

Facilitator of seminars and workshops

Natural WorldNatural WorldNatural WorldNatural World
Co-host of Rural Tourism Fair

Presentations







QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS

How should Planeta.com develop Web 2.0 

technologies, particularly video and wiki?

How should Planeta.com collaborate with 

individuals and organizations in 2008?

How do we train the trainers?
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EXCERPTS

In Ecuador, there are many examples of organizations claiming 

to be ecotourism, but too little regulation. Too many 

certifications and awards appear to be given with insufficient 

inspection.

In New Zealand ecotourism has moved from being an activity 

on the fringes of policy development to a place firmly on the 

radar.

The chief obstacles are the lack of communication, 

collaboration and cooperation among stakeholders. Everybody's 

talking, but few are listening. 



QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS

Should we use the word ‘ecotourism’

Should we have World Ecotourism 

Rankings?

How do we evaluate ecotourism 

development by country and by 

UNEP/UNWTO?
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QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS

How do we measure the environmental 

impact of transportation?

How do we deal with the carbon emission 

offsetting debate?

Will the demand rise for slow travel?
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QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS

What programs have a public online ratings 

system for student evaluation?

What independent index has a ratings 

system for an index of tourism/ecotourism 

programs?

Do ecotour operators want graduates with 

an ecotourism degree?
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QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS

How do we evaluate ecotourism awards?

How do we use awards as an incentive for 

good practice and communicating the 

lessons learned?
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QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS

What are today’s most engaging Web 2.0 

technologies?

What are the most promising Web 2.0 

technologies?
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Desired OutcomesDesired Outcomes

• Improved NZ 
Guide on Planeta

• Encourage 
communication 
among NZ pros
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RecommendationsRecommendations

ON YOUR WEBSITE

• Educate - lead by example

• Collaborate in wikis

• Add photos, audio and video

• Add links to regional, national and 
international associations

ON OTHER SITES

• Participate, be engaged

• Give feedback, answer surveys
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OFFLINE

• Improve local and regional alliances

• Ask visitors if their experiences are 
meeting their expectations

• Print and display website pages to educate 
and engage visitors
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