
Asteraceae 
 
This is commonly called the daisy family and probably travelled here on the wind from 
the Gondwanaland supercontinent. New Zealand has many representatives of this fam-
ily. 
 

Brachyglottis elaeagnifolia—Shrub 
groundsel 

Celmesia petiolata—Purple Stalked 
Daisy 

Olearea ilicifolia—NZ Holly 

Olearia avicenniaefolia—Akeake 
 



`The Beeches 
 
The beech trees of New Zealand and other landmasses that originated from Gondwanaland 
and they all fall under the genus Nothofagus (false beech). The Northern Hemisphere 
beeches are Fagus. 
 There are 5 beeches in New Zealand: 
· Red Beech— Nothofagus fusca 
· Hard Beech—Nothofagus truncata 
· Black Beech—Nothofagus Solandri var.solandri  
· Mountain Beech—Nothofagus Solandri var.cliffordoides 
· Silver Beech—Nothofagus menziesii 

Black beech 

The honeydew on the beech trunk. It is a scalene insect that lives in the cambium layer of the tree and 
feeds on the sap as it travels up the tree. This insect does not use all it eats so it excretes the excess out 
thin hairs (actually the insects anus) out to the tree trunk and it is fed on by many species and some birds 
like the Kaka rely on this as a food source to help them breed. The sugars also feed the sooty mould on 
the trunk as seen in the picture above and the excess is washed down the trunk and taken back up by the 
tree. 
 

The be forest can have a dark under story and can be inhos-
pitable to other species making it nearly a homogenous for-
est There is a fungus that grows around the roots of some 
beech trees which are of  mutual benefit to the tree and fun-
gus and this is unfriendly to many other species. 


