
Ferns 
 
The ferns are also very well represented in New Zealand and are slightly more complicated 
in their form than mosses. They have a vascular system to circulate nutrients throughout the 
plant and this means they can achieve greater structural complexity, in other words they can 
be bigger.  
 
They are broken into these groups of ferns: 
· Maidenhair ferns 
· Fragrant ferns 
· Spleenworts 
· Shield ferns 
· Blechnum ferns 
· Bracken ferns 
· Tree ferns 
· Filmy ferns 
· Crape ferns 
· Umbrella ferns 
· Ladder ferns 
· Parsley ferns 
· Comb ferns 
 
Here are some common New Zealand examples of ferns 

Blechnum fluvialite or the Creek fern, found on 
streamsides and damp banks all over New zealand. 
The Blechnum ferns have a characteristic of having 
separate fertile fronds which hold all the spore. All 
other ferns have spore on most or all mature fronds. 

Blechnum discolour—Crown Fern  



Cyathea medullaris 
The famous Mamaku or Giant Tree Fern—this magnificent fern can grow up to 17 metres tall. The stem 
is characterised by hexagonal markings all the way up the trunk. The stems of the fronds are a black col-
our. This is related to the famous silver fern (Cyathea dealbata) which is New Zealand's national em-
blem. (pictured below) 

The Tree Ferns 



Hounds Tongue fern -  (Microsorium 
diversifolium) 

Dicksonia tree fern foliage  

Aspleniun falcatum, a common perching fern 
throughout New Zealand. 


