
Matai—the mighty matai, this specimen up to 
1000 years old. The timber was used for flooring 
mainly and is very hard and a beautiful dark 
brown colour  grow on the fertile river flats. It will 
usually have a very broad base and will branch off 
lower down on the trunk than many other podo-
carps. The bark has a characteristic hammer pat-
tern (it looks like someone h the trunk with a 
round headed hammer 

Kahikatea—the Kahikatea is the tallest of the podo-
carps. The timber was used to make butter-boxes to 
transport butter to Europe in the early 1900’s. The 
tree bears fruit, lots of it in the early winter and the 
Maori used to harvest it. It will often grow in 
swamps and has characteristic buttresses to hold it 
firm in swampy soil 

The Gymnosperms 
Podocapraceae—The Podocarps—These are the gymnosperms which are plants that have no flowers but 
do have seeds. They reproduce through spore from the male cone fertilizing the female cone which will 
produce a seed with a foot (hence the name Podocarp) 
These are the main Podocarpaceae representatives in New Zealand. 

The Rimu tree (Dacrydiam cupressinum)  ia one of the 
better known of the Podocaps. It prefers the leeched 
hillsides but will grow nearly anywhere although 
swamps are not a favourable habitat for this species. It 
has been used for timber and was widely harvested and 
was the material that many of the buildings in New Zea-
land were built out of.  



The Miro (Prumnoptys ferruginea) is often 
called the Brown Pine and is closely related to 
the Matai.  
The berries of the Miro are favoured by the 
Kereru or wood pigeon  and thew Maori used 
to wait until they gorged themselves on these 
berries and could hardly fly, the added benefit 
of this was that they took the flavour of the 
berry and were marinated from within 

There are many other podocarps and they fill in the various habitats around New zealand .  They fall into 
these broad groups: 
· Dacrycarpus 
· Prumnopitys 
· Podocarpus 
· Halocarpus 
· Dacrydium 
· Lepidothamnus 
· Lagarostrobos 
· Phyllocladus 
· Libocedrus 
 
 
There is one other species in New Zealand that is 
also a Gymnosperm but not a podocarp. It is the 
mighty Kauri tree and this is from the Araucari-
aceae family. They are forest giants and have 
many relatives in Australia and New Caledonia. 
The Kauri was once wider spread through New 
Zealand but the Taupo eruption would have 
knocked it back to the top of the North Island 
where it has only distributed as far south as Tau-
ranga in the east and Raglan in the west. It is 
prized for its timber and the gum was used as a 
base for varnishes and lacquer. The young trees 
grew straight and true so were used for ships 
masts.  


