
Manuka 
 
The manuka (Leptospermum scorparium) is a very useful plant with the oil from the foliage 
being very therapeutic in many ways. The wood is extremely good firewood also. There are 
many other uses for this tree which is often called the tea tree. 

Kanuka 
Kunzea erioides looks very similar to the manuka but has smaller finer leaves and the flow-
ers are also smaller. The tree is in fact larger and can grow up to 15 metres high. 

How do you define between the Manuka and the Kanuka? 
There are a number of ways but here are a couple: 
· The leaves of the Kanuka are much softer than heManuka (Kanuka kind and Manuka 

mean) 
· The flowers of the Manuka are much larger and also the seed pods that result are also 

larger than the Kanuka 
· The Kanuka will grow a lot larger than the Manuka 



Kamahi 
 
The Kamahi (Weinmanna racemosa) is the most common tree in New zealand. It fills 
many habitats and will often be the dominating tree in a regenerating forest.  

The flowers and foliage of the Kamahi. It starts out as an off white flower and as the 
flower gets older it will become a browner colour (pictured right).  
The Kamahi has a very high percentage of tannin in the bark and has been exploited 
for this in many parts of New Zealand. The tannin was used to tan leather.  

Bush Lawyer 
 
The bush lawyer (Rubus Cissoides) is the enemy of many a bush walker. The sharp hooks in 
the stems and backs of the leaves are sharp and resemble rose thorns. This is because they 
are related to the rose. 

The bush lawyer has very similar 
flowers to roses, blackberries and 
other berry plants 


